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The city of Taganrog is associated with the
name of the great Russian writer
A.P Chekhov. Chekhov is the pride
of Taganrog. There are a lot of places
connected with our great writer: Chekhov
Street , Chekhov’s House, the Chekhovs’
shop. The city theatre and the city library
bear his name.

Walking along the streets
of our city we can still
meet his book characters.

The Birth house of Anton
Chekhov is the place, where
the famous writer Anton
Chekhov was born. Now it is a
museum. The house is situated
in Chekhov Street. Its area is
30.5 sq. meters. The house and
grounds were owned by the
merchant Gnutov in 1860, and
by the petit bourgeois
Kovalenko in 1880-1915.
Pavel Yegorovich Chekhov and his family rented
the house in December, 1859. Anton Chekhov was
born in this house on January 29 , 1860. In 1910 a
memorial plate was placed on the birth house of
Chekhov thanks to the initiative of the Chekhov
Circle in Taganrog, formed by the writer Yevgeny
Garshin in 1905. In 1916 the Taganrog City Council
supported the initiative of the Chekhov Circle and
decided to preserve the house and the grounds at 69
Chekhov Street as a historical place of culture. In
1924 the first exhibition telling of the writer's youth
was opened.

In March 1861 Pavel Yegorovich
Chekhov and his family moved
into another apartment. The
ground floor housed the shop of
the father. The sign "Tea, sugar,
coffee and other colonial goods“
was placed above the
entrance door to the shop and
below there was another one :
“Tavern and take-away", which
meant that the shop had a cellar of
wine and vodka.

Here came all sorts of people - peasants, impoverished landlords, monks, policemen and minor officials - the
heroes of future stories by Chekhov. Being a teenager he could watch them as he often stood behind the
counter helping his father. On the ground floor there was also a kitchen , utility rooms and a large dining
room, where the whole family gathered. On the first floor there was a huge room with a grand piano, where
home theatre performances took place. They had a great influence on the future career of the great
playwright. Now the inside of the building looks as it did during his life time.

Anton Chekhov attended a school for Greek
boys in Taganrog (1866-1868), and at the age
of eight he was sent to the local grammar
school (Gymnasium).The playwright and
short-story writer Anton Chekhov spent 11
years at school, which was later named after
him and transformed into a literary museum.

Visitors can see Anton's desk and his classroom, the
assembly hall and even the punishment cell which he
sometimes visited. After the business of Anton
Chekhov's father failed, the whole family left
for Moscow in 1875-1876. Anton was left
in Taganrog to care for himself and finish school. The
future world-famous playwright survived selling off
household goods and tutoring younger school
students at the Boys Gymnasium.

In1879 Chekhov passed his final exams and joined his family in Moscow, where he
obtained scholarship to study medicine at the Moscow University.

Anton Chekhov was in love with theatre and
literature from his childhood. The first performance
that he attended was Offenbach's operetta Elena the
Beautiful on the stage of Taganrog City Theater on
October 4, 1873. Anton was a 13-year old
Gymnasium student, and from that moment on,
Chekhov became a great theatre lover and spent
there all his savings.

His favourite seat in the theatre was at
the back gallery for it was cheap (40
silver kopecks). Gymnasium students
needed a special authorisation to go to
the theatre but the permission was
given not often and mostly for the
weekends. Sometimes, Anton Chekhov
and other fellow students disguised
themselves and even wore some
makeup, spectacles or a fake beard,
trying to fool the regular school staff
who checked for unauthorized presence
of students.

Chekhov Square was arranged in Taganrog in
1934 to mark the writer’s 76th anniversary.

The idea to erect a monument to Chekhov
first came from the authorities in 1910. In
1944 the Council of People's Commissars
decreed to erect a monument to Chekhov
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of
the writer's death. The Monument to
Chekhov acts as a tribute paid by the
people of Taganrog to their most
renowned fellow townsman.

