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¸Anton Pavlovich Chekhov(29 

January 1860ð15 July 1904)was 

aRussianphysician, dramatist and 

author who is considered to be 

among the greatest writers of 

short stories in history. His career 

as a dramatist produced four 

classics and his best short stories 

are held in high esteem by writers 

and critics. Chekhov practiced as a 

doctor throughout most of his 

literary career: "Medicine is my 

lawful wife", he once said, "and 

literature is my mistress."
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¸Chekhov renounced the 
theatre after the disastrous 
reception ofThe Seagullin 
1896, but the play was revived 
to acclaim in 1898 
byConstantin 
Stanislavski'sMoscow Art 
Theatre, which subsequently 
also produced Chekhov'sUncle 
Vanyaand premiered his last 
two plays,Three 
SistersandThe Cherry 
Orchard. These four works 
present a challenge to the 
acting ensembleas well as to 
audiences, because in place of 
conventional action Chekhov 
offers a "theatre of mood" and 
a "submerged life in the text." NextBack



¸ TheBirthhouse of Anton Chekhovis the place inTaganrog,Russia, where 
the famous writerAnton Chekhovwas born. It is now a museum.

¸ The outbuilding on the territory of a property on Chekhov Street 
(formerly Kupecheskaya Street, later Alexandrovskaya Street, and renamed 
in honor of Chekhov in 1904, soon after his death) in Taganrog was built 
in 1859 ofwattle and daub, plastered and whitened. The area taken up by 
the small outbuilding is 30.5 sq. meters. The house and grounds were 
owned by the merchant Gnutov in 1860, and by the petit bourgeois 
Kovalenko in 1880-1915.
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¸ Pavel Yegorovich Chekhov and his family (his wife Yevgeniya Yakovlevna 
and their two sons - 4-year-old Alexander Chekhov and 2-year-old 
Nikolay Chekhov) rented the outbuilding in December 1859. Anton 
Chekhov was born in this house on January 17, 1860.

¸ In March, 1861, Pavel Yegorovich Chekhov and his family moved into 
another apartment.

¸ In 1910, a memorial plate was placed on the birthhouse of Chekhov thanks 
to the initiative of the Chekhov Circle in Taganrog, formed by the 
writer Yevgeny Garshinin 1905.
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¸TheChekhov Gymnasiumin Taganrogon Ulitsa Oktyabrskaya 9 

(formerly Gymnasicheskaya Street) is the oldestgymnasiumin 

the South ofRussia. Playwright and short-story writerAnto 

Chekhovspent 11 years in the school, which was later named 

after him and transformed into a literary museum. Visitors can 

see Anton's desk and his classroom, the assembly hall and even 

the punishment cell which he sometimes visited. Next
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¸ The Chekhov Shopis a museum inTaganrog,Russia. This is a two-storey 
house where the famousRussianwriter Anton Chekhovstayed with his 
family from 1869 to 1874.

¸ The building was built in late 1840s and is located on the crossing of 
Alexandrovskaya (formerly Monastirskaya Street) and Gogol Street 
(formerly Yarmarochniy Pereulok). The Chekhov family rented this 
building from the merchant Ivan Moiseev. The family moved into this 
building due to commercial interests of Anton Chekhovõs father. The 
shopõs entry featured a sign "Tea, sugar, coffee, and other colonial goods".
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¸ Chekhov family's piano from the collection of the Chekhov Shop memorial museum
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¸The drawing room at the Chekhov Shop museum.
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¸Samovar, coffee grinder and coffee pot. Collection of 

the Chekhov Shop memorial museum.Back



¸ Memorial plaque on Chekhov Shop museum. The inscription reads:"In this 
houseAnton Chekhovspent 5 years of his childhood (1869-1874).And in 
this same building the writer's father kept his shop."Back



¸ In 1892, Chekhov bought the small country estate ofMelikhovo, about forty miles south of Moscow, where he 
lived until 1899 with his family. "It's nice to be a lord," he joked to his friend Ivan Leontyev (who wrote 
humorous pieces under the pseudonym Shcheglov),but he took his responsibilities as a landlord seriously and 
soon made himself useful to the local peasants. As well as organising relief for victims of 
thefamineandcholeraoutbreaks of 1892, he went on to build three schools, a fire station, and a clinic, and to 
donate his medical services to peasants for miles around, despite frequent recurrences of his tuberculosis.
Mikhail Chekhov, a member of the household at Melikhovo, described the extent of his brother's medical 
commitments:

¸ From the first day that Chekhov moved to Melikhovo, the sick began flocking to him from twenty miles around. 
They came on foot or were brought in carts, and often he was fetched to patients at a distance. Sometimes 
from early in the morning peasant women and children were standing before his door waiting.
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¸The Monument to Anton Chekhov, designed by G.A. Zakharov, 

sculpted byIulian Rukavishnikov. Located in the Chekhov 

Square inTaganrog. It was unveiled on January 29, 1960, to 

coincide with the writer's centennial birth anniversary.Next
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