My native place
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The place where we live is a settlement. Its name is Sanamer. It is our small native land. It is located not far
from spa town Essentuki.

The name Sanamer comes from the place where our grandparents lived in Georgia. It means a hay place if you
translate it from Greek. There were some Greek settlements there. In 1938 our grandfathers and grandmothers
had to move from Georgia to Russia because of the decision to build a hydroelectric power station and an
artificial water pool on the place of those villages.

So 15 Greek families came here and founded our settlement. They were met by the hospitable Russian people.
Though they were given some money, wood for building of 10 houses, those were very difficult years. They
didn’'t speak Russian or knew very few Russian wo
grandparents survived because they did all together. When the Great Patriotic War began 38 men went to protect
our Mot herland. Many of them didn’t return home.
ni ght. Four women were awar dlegbour"wi t h medal s “The

The secondary school was opened in 1961. In 1990 it was decided to learn Greek as the native language.

Now Sanamer is more than 70 years old. More than 2500 people live here and they are of different
nationalities. It becomes nicer and nicer.

We have just celebrated the 50t anniversary of our school. As a present we were given a modern well-
equipped gymnasium. It is especially pleasant for us in the anniversary year. But we have a dream. All of us are
looking forward to building a new school. There is a project of the new school. We hope our dream will come
true.

We love our settlement Sanamer and we shall never stop loving it.
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